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Patricia Bryant and Ruby Jewel Hamilton

Patricia Bryant was born May 10, 1949, in Eagle Lake, Texas. She is the eldest on two 
sisters and one brother. Her step-father got a job at Imperial Sugar Company and moved 
the family to Sugar Land. He also had a barber shop on Guyer Street. 
 
Ruby Jewel Hamilton was born at the Sugar Land Four Corners neighborhood on 
October 30, 1948. She is the eldest of three sisters and one brother. 
 
Longtime friends, Patricia Bryant and Ruby Jewel Hamilton began first grade together at 
the M.R. Wood School in 1955. In 1959, the Sugar Land Independent School District 
become part of the Fort Bend Independent School District (FBISD). But it was not until 
1965 that FBISD initiated an approved desegregation plan. That fall, Patricia Bryant and 
Ruby Jewel Hamilton were transferred to John Foster Dulles High School after racial 
integration in 1965. 
 
They discuss their school experiences at M.R. Wood School. 
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